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SOME FEATUEES OF MESSIANIC PEOPHEOY ILLUSTEATED 
BY THE BOOK OF JOEL.i 

By Rev. Edwakd L. Curtis, A. B., 

Instructor in the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the Northwest, Chicago. 



I. 

The Book of Joel, the oldest of those of the Prophets, unless we ex- 
cept Obadiah, presents some of the fundamental features of Messianic 
prophecy. Indeed it was a type or model for the subsequent prophets 
and its leading thoughts are constantly re-iterated. Its date is about 
850 B. c. The book divides itself readily into two parts. The first, 
l.-Ii;., 17, contains an account of a fearful judgment, which had befallen 
Judah in a locust plague and a drought, together with a call to repent- 
ance. The second portion, the remainder of the book, the prophecy 
proper, gives promises — reparation for the damage of the plague, 
rich blessing upon Judah, judgment and destruction upon their enemies. 
Many critics, especially those who regard our prophecy post-ex- 
ilic,^ hold the first part to be an allegory; the locusts representing 
nations. The symbolical use of locusts in the Book of Revelation 
might favor this; but on the whole such an interpretation is contrary 
to the life-like, vivid, poetic description of the plague. It makes the 
writing instead of a free natural, though inspired, production answer- 
ing to the heart of the people, an elaborate prophetic vision without 
much fixed or real meaning for the cotemporaries of the prophet or 
future generations. It strips the work of any sure interpretation, for 
what may not be the meaning assigned to locusts. An allegorical in- 
terpretation ought to be chosen only as a last fesort, but in this in- 
stance the historical meets every requirement. 

1 A paper read before the Hebrew Summer School (1883) at Morgan Parle. 
2 Critics of the school represented by Robertson Smith. 
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In chosing this book to illustrate Messianic prophecy it is self-evident 
that that term is not to be limited to predictions concerning an ideal 
king, the future anointed one of Israel, for no mention is made by Joel 
of such an one, but that it includes all predictions concerning future 
Redemption, concerning "the final completion of the kingdom of God 
and the future glorification of his people;" prophecies, the realm of 
whose fulfillment extends from the first to the second advent; and yet 
-which are properly called Messianic, because Christ is the one in and 
through whom all is wrought. This broad definition is justified by 
N. T. usage. When Christ says the Scriptures testify of him^ or when 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets he expounded in all the Scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself,^ he can scarcely have referred only 
to those meagre passages which speak directly of his person, but rather 
he must have had in mind the whole testimony of the O. T. concern- 
ing him found in all the O. T. ideals, promises, in the incompleteness 
of ordinance and doctrine, which have their fulfillment in and through 
him. Paul speaks also of the Gospel being proclaimed aforetime^ and 
tells us that all the promises of God are aye and amen in Christ.'' 

^The Book of Joel making no mention of the Messiah but speaking 
only of the advent of Jehovah illustrates the fact that there are two 
lines of prophecy running through the O. T. — one presenting redemp- 
tion as wrought by a human redeemer, the seed of a woman, of the 
patriarchs, of David, the child, the branch, the king, the priest, the 
suffering servant, — the othe;- presenting redemption as wrought by a 
divine redeemer, Jehovah himself coming to his holy temple to set up 
his kingdom in Zion: a line of prophecy too often overlooked or little 
understood. "We must free ourselves," says Delitzsch,® "from the pre- 
judice that the centre of the O. T. Gospel lay in the prophecy of the 
Messiah. Where is the Messiah set forth as the Redeemer of the 
world, the Redeemer of the world is Jehovah. The coming of Jehovah 
is the centre of the O. T. Gospel." And this is the Gospel proclaimed 
by Joel. He describes the advent of Jehovah. Jehovah will pour out 
his spirit upon all flesh. ^ The sun shall be turned into darkness,* the 
moon into blood before the great and terrible day of Jehovah.** Who- 
soever calleth upon the name of Jehovah shall be delivered.® Jehovah 
will gather all nations and sit to judge.^" Jehovah will be the hope of 
Israel and the strength of Israelii Jehovah dwelleth in Zion.^" But 
whose advent is it when we turn to the N. T. application and fulfill- 



ijno. v., 89. 2 Luke xxl v., 27. sEom. i.,2. !i2 Cor. 1., 20. s The features of Messianic prophecy 
now mentioned, merely in the order suggested by the booli itself, give but a fragmentary pre- 
sentation of that subject. 6 See liis Commentary on Ps. Ixxii. 5iii., 1. siii., 4. siii., 5. miv., 3, 
12. 11 iv., 16. 12 iv., 17. 
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ment ? Who is it that pours out the Holy Spirit ? It is true that Christ 
says he will pray to the Father to send the Comforter,^ but he also 
says that he [Christ] will send Him,^ and he is the one who baptizes 
with the Holy Ghost.^ The Holy Ghost is poured out also only after 
the coming of Christ. And before whose advent are there to be signs 
in the sun and moon and the stars, even as described by Joel .' Before 
that of the Son of Man.* And in whose name is there deliverance.-' In 
the name of Christ.^ And who is the one before whom all nations shall 
be gathered.^ and who shall sit to judge ? Christ.^ Jehovah the judge of 
the world in the O. T. appears in the New as Christ. In Him is the 
line of the prophecy of Redemption through the divine Redeemer ful- 
filled as well as that through the human. 

If one then would find an argument from prophecy for the deity of 
Christ, let him study that line which proclaims future redemption 
through Jehovah. Let him see how, to borrow a beautiful figure from 
Delitzsch,^ in the night of the O. T. there arise in opposite directions 
two stars of promise. The one descending from above downward, the 
promise of Jehovah who is about to come, the other ascending from 
telow upward, the hope resting in the seed of David, the promise of 
his Son. These two stars meet at last so as to form only one; the 
bright and the morning star Jesus Christ, Jehovah and David's son in 
one person, the king of Israel and at the same time Redeemer of the 
world. Son of Man and Son of God. 

Joel's promise of the pouring of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh illus- 
trates^ the direct spiritual side of Messianic prophecy. The O. T. 
looked forward not merely to a change in the outward circumstances 
of the people of God but more especially in their relation to God him- 
self Their present one was unsatisfying. Hence they yearned for a 
new one, and prophecy gave the assurance of this. There was the de- 
sire of Moses uttered so long before: "Would God that all the Lord's 
people were prophets, that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them."^ 
And Joel gave the promise of the fulfillment of this. The knowledge 
of the counsels and will of God, close and intimate relationship and 
fellowship with him should no longer be the prerogative of a few, the 
prophets, the .specially chosen servants of Jehovah; in the glad times 
of the future Redemption they would be the possession of all. This 
idea is set forth elsewhere, especially by Jeremiah, who speaks of the 
time when the law of the Lord shall be written upon the heart^" and 
all shall know Him from the least unto the greatest; and also by Eze- 
kiel who says, Jehovah will give his people one heart and a new spirit 

1 Jno. xiv., 16. 2Jno. xiv., 26, xri., 7. sMatt. 111., 11. < Matt, xxiy., 29, sq. s Rom. x., 13. o Matt. 
XXV., 31. 1 Commentary on Ps. Ixxii. s in., i. 9 Num. xi., 29. w Jer. xxxi., 33, sq. 
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within them and cause them to walk in his statutes and keep his 
judgments.^ There are also records of desires corresponding to these 
promises: Teach me thy statutes;^ Create in me a clean heart, and 
renew right spirit within me,^ are utterances of the Psalmists. The 
blessings of the old covenant were incomplete. Men felt it. Hence 
their longings, which with their faith in Jehovah furnished a natural 
basis for Messianic prophecy. A newer and closer relationship with 
God was needed, a fuller assurance of the forgiveness of sin. The 
ritual of the old covenant, the sacrifices, the ordinances were not 
enough. A fountain of cleansing must be opened.* The iniquity must 
be removed in one day,^ all things must be holy, even the valley of 
refuse,* and the bells on the horses.''' It is unnecessary to show how 
all this sought and promised has been fulfilled in and through Christ. 
These are the most interesting of all Messianic prophecies and show 
how far the prophets were from being bearers of mere national hopes 
and desires, how far beyond material blessings went their thoughts. 
Also in touching upon this direct spiritual side of Messianic prophecy 
one seems to be nearest its divine side. There is a greater strength 
of argument for the supernatural origin of the Bible to the believer in 
the promised spiritual Salvation of the O. T. as realized in the New 
than in almost anything else. 

Joel presents the idea of the remnant.^ This leads to a consideration 
of the matter of prophecy, which, says Oehler, may be defined by three 
elements, guilt, judgment and redemption.^ Both Israel and the 
heathen are guilty. Judgment falls upon both; but of Israel a remnant 
shall be saved, who inherit the promises of redemption, of which ac- 
cording to some of the prophets, there will be partakers also among- 
the heathen. The idea of the remnant, however, is not especially 
prominent in the Book of Joel and there is no direct allusion to future 
judgment against the people of God. This may have been due to the 
readiness of the people to heed, repent, and so receive blessings from 
the Lord. Among the later prophets this idea is more conspicuous 
and, although it is as old as the curse of dispersion and blessing of res- 
toration mentioned in the Pentateuch,!" j-^q important reasons may be 
assigned for this. First, the almost complete apostasy of the nation, 
which gave the appearance that there might be none left to serve 
Jehovah, and hence the assurance of a remnant, even as to Elijah it 
was declared that seven thousand remained who had not bowed the 
knee to Baal. And secondly, this assurance was also needed when 
escape from annihilation by foreign enemies seemed impossible. After 

1 Ezek. xl., 19; xxxvl., 26, 27. 2 Ps. oxix., 12. s Ps. 11., 10. < Zech. xlil., 12. s Zech. 11. 9. 6 Jer. 
xxxi., 40. ' Zech. xlv., 20. s m., 5. 9 Oehler's 0. T. Theology, i 215. 1. lo Deut. xxx., 1-6. 
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the destruction of the ten tribes, for example, when Assyria and then 
Chaldaea were closing in upon the people of God. The capture of 
Jerusalem became inevitable. Then, when it looked as though all the 
people of God would be lost, came the promise that a remnant would 
be saved, a remnant which in the end should be greater than the orig- 
inal number. 

But if Joel has alluded but slightly to the judgment of the people of 
God, he has in the well-known description of the judgment of the 
heathen in the valley of Jehoshaphat, and of final redemption given 
a picture which served as a model for subsequent prophets and is the 
classic passage for the understanding not only of the predictions of the 
O. T. but also of the New. We notice first the time of this event and 
secondly the terms of its description. 

In those days and at that time is the judgment to come.^ When 
now ? When did Joel expect the future judgment and blessing ? At 
what time did he place them ? In those days and at that time refer 
to the events mentioned in the preceding chapter, the pouring out of 
the Spirit, etc., whose occurrence was to be afterward ; after events in 
the midst of which the prophet was living, or of which he was cogniz- 
ant as near at hand. Thus he joins the most distant future to the 
present. Joel there represents that which from N. T. testimony we 
know found its fulfillment on the day of Pentecost, to say nothing of 
that which may yet be unfulfilled, as close at hand. The locust plague 
which he had witnessed, was the herald, the immediate forerunner of 
the great and terrible day of the Lord. The blessings given in .re- 
sponse to the repentance of the people at that time correspond to final 
"blessings and are joined with them.^ From the promise of rain, abun- 
dant harvests, the prophet passes immediately to that of the outpouring 
of the Spirit. Thus the far distant future appears near at hand, al- 
though it is possible that Joel did not reflect over the times at all, the 
declaration of the divine will being sufficient. But the general law of 
prophecy is that future redemption is ever near.^ The prophet has his 
own narrow historical horizon and immediately beyond that is the day 
of the Lord, the Messianic times. This explains the N. T. passages 
which speak of the second coming of Christ as close at hand. They are 
after the spirit and manner of O. T. prophecy. This explains also how 
events most widely separated could be presented with no line of de- 
marcation between them. Joel's prophecy covers all the time from 
the day of Pentecost to that far distant, or it may be near at hand, un- 
known epoch when the Son of Man shall come in the clouds in all his 
glory to judge the quick and the dead. And so also it is with the other 

1 Iv., 1. 2 Of. il., 21-27, with iii. s An exception to this law may be found In the Book of Daniel. 
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prophets. Isaiah crowds into one picture the deliverance of the people 
from Babylonian captivity and their restoration to the promised land 
with Messianic redemption, the admission of all nations into the King- 
dom of God, and finally the creation of the new heavens and the new 
earth. Thus also it is in N. T. prophecy. Christ associates the de- 
struction of Jerusalem with the end of the world. 



THE EESULTS OF MODEEN BIBLICAL OKITIOISM.* 

By Prof. D. G. Lyon, Ph. D., 
HoUis Professor of Divinity, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 



Biblical Criticism is the application to the Bible of the modern spirit 
of inquiry. It has for its object the fixing of the scriptural text, the 
exegesis of individual passages and of the biblical books as wholes 
and the determination of the date and authorship of the various books 
of the Bible. As thus defined, biblical criticism does not differ from 
the critical study of any other ancient writings and it has no canons 
which do not belong to the criticism of other books. For the estab- 
lishment of the text, in cases where the text is in doubt, criticism 
makes use of manuscripts, of parallel passages, of versions, of quota- 
tions and sometimes of conjecture. For the exegesis, date and author- 
ship it receives help from every source which gives any information 
of the writer and his times. 

Associated with the questions as to the authorship of any given pas- 
sage, comes the further inquiry as to the origin of the ideas contained 
therein. Finding, for instance, in the book of Genesis certain narra- 
tives, and in other parts of the Pentateuch certain institutions, which 
existed in a somewhat different form among other peoples, criticism 
asks. Are these traditions and institutions original with this or with 
that people, or do they go back to a still earlier source ? There is 
indeed no conceivable question of any possible relation to the Bible 
which criticism hesitates to ask. 

The spirit in which this all-inquisitive science pursues its investiga- 
tions is worthy of special remark. We sometimes hear of "hostile" 
criticism and not seldom of " advanced " criticism, which is also sus- 
pected of hostility. While some of those engaged in the study are 
known to be devout men, who love the Bible, others are viewed with 
distrust, as if they hated the best of all books and examined it with the 
express object of covering it with contempt. Nothing could be more 
erroneous than this opinion. While many biblical critics may be hos- 

Head before the Baptist Autumnal Conference, Boston, Nov. 14, 1883. 



